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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
6:35 p. m

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Good evening
| adi es and gentlenen. This is a public hearing of the
Zoning Conmi ssion of the District of Colunbia for
Thur sday, June 8, 2006. M/ nane is Anthony J. Hood.
Joining us this evening are Comi ssi oners Jeffries and
Tur nbul | .

The subject of this evening's hearing is
Zoni ng Comm ssion Case No. 05-43. This is a request
by the Ofice of Planning for a Map Amendnent to
i ncl ude Squares 344, 373, and 374, and National Park
Service Reservation 174 (the property fornerly
devel oped with the old Convention Center) in Housing
Priority Area B and text anendnent to 1706.8 B of 11
DCVR, to reflect the inclusion of the site in the
Housing Priority Area B

Not i ce of today' s heari ng was publishedin
the D.C. Register on Mirch 31, 2006. Copi es of
t oday' s hearing announcenent are avail able to you and
are located to ny left on the table near the door.

This hearing wll be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of 11 DCVMR, Section
3021. The order of procedure will be as follows:

prelimnary matters, presentation by the Ofice of
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Pl anni ng, reports of any other government agenci es,
report of ANC 2F, organizations and persons in

support, and organi zati ons and persons i n opposition.

The following time constraints will be
mai ntai ned in this hearing. Organi zations will have
five mnutes. individuals three mnutes. The

Comm ssion nmaintain these time limts as strictly as
possible in order to hear the case in a reasonable
period of time. The Conm ssion reserves the right to
change the tinme |limts for presentations, if

necessary, and notes that no tinme shall be ceded

Al per sons appeari ng bef ore t he
Conmi ssion are to fill out two witness cards. Those
cards are located to ny left near the door. Upon

com ng forward to speak to the Commi ssi on, pl ease give
both cards to the reporter who is sitting to ny right
bef ore t aki ng a seat at t he t abl e.

Pl ease be advised that this proceeding is
bei ng recorded by the court reporter and i s al so bei ng
webcast |ive. Accordingly, we nmust ask youto refrain
fromany disruptive noises or actions in the hearing
room

When presenting information to the
Comm ssion, please turn on and speak into the

m crophone, first stating your name and hone address.
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When you are finished speaking, please turn your
m crophone off so that your mcrophone is no |onger
pi cki ng up sound or background noi se.

The decision of the Comm ssion in this
case nust be based exclusively on the public record.
To avoid any appearance to the contrary, the
Comm ssion requests that persons present not engage
t he nenbers of the Conmi ssion in conversation during
a recess or at any other tine.

The Staff will be avail abl e t hroughout t he
hearing to discuss procedural questions . Pl ease
turn off all beepers and cell phones so as not to
di srupt these proceedi ngs.

At this tinme, the Comm ssionw || consider
any prelimnary natters. Does the Staff have any
prelimnary matters?

M5. SCHELLIN: Just two. Just to advise
that | just handed out a supplenental technical
correction that the Ofice of Planning submitted this
evening. And also to advise that | have received the
Affidavit of Maintenance fromthe Ofice of Planning
and it's in order.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOQD: Ckay. Thank
you. s anyone present that want's to speak in

support? O first, let ne just ask, is anyone present
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in opposition to what is before the Conm ssion
tonight? GCkay. So with that, | will ask M. Lawson
if he will give us the scaled down version. O if ny
col | eagues wi sh, he can stand on the record and we can
j ust ask questions.

MR. LAWSON: Thank you, M. Chairnman. M
name is Joel Lawson with the D.C. Ofice of Planning.
| " mhappy to Il et the report stand on the record. |'I]
just note that we have distributed a further report
noting a technical change to 1706.2 that's required
for consistency so that the case nunber reference is
updated to the current case that's before you right
now. Oher than that, |I'm available for questions.
Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay.
Comm ssi oners, any questions of M. Lawson? | didn't
see any -- kay. Thank you, M. Lawson. Any

guestions, Comm ssioner Turnbull? GCkay. Conmm ssioner

Tur nbul | .

COWMM SSI ONER TURNBULL.: | just had one
qgui ck questi on. The recent map that we do have
basically illustrates what you' ve described. | nean,

| guess, in |looking at where you're saying that it has
to be, | nean, it's a logical followup of what's

al ready there.
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8
MR. LAWSON: The Ofice of Planning

certainly believes it's a logical follow up. It's
consi stent with the Conprehensive Plan, with specific
| anguage in the Conprehensive Plan for housing to be
pronoted on the old Convention Center site, if and
when that site is to be redevel oped. At the tinme, and
now that it is being redevel oped. So we feel it's
perfectly consistent with -- with the Conprehensive
Pl an and other planning efforts of the city.

COWMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: The only question
is the little Park Service triangle?

MR, LAWEON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER  TURNBULL: Whet her t hat
eventually gets transferred over or remains as Park
Servi ce.

MR,  LAWSON: Yes. W thought it was
expedient to include the reservation in the current
initiative. Certainly, if thelandis not transferred
over tothe District, the zoning sinply doesn't apply.
If it is transferred over to the District, then the
zoning is in place and we won't have to go through a
further zoning action just for that one piece of
property if we include it in this action.

COVMM SSI ONER  TURNBULL : The only other

guestion is when you talk about the FAR under this
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would go to 10, from 9.5, which if -- if -- through

t he accept ance of a transferred devel opnent. | wonder
if you could explain a little bit nore on that?

MR. LAWSON:. Well, the DD, as you know, is
a confusing Overlay and there are nmany layers to it.

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ri ght.

MR,  LAWSON: The base zoning actually
currently right nowallows 6.5. So the current FARI s
6. 5. Whereas nost of the land around it allows a
devel opnent of substantially nore than that through
the DD Overlay and the Housing Priority areas.
Through the Housing Priority areas, if this was
applied to the Convention Center, then the FAR could
goto 9.5. But 3.5 of that would be for residential.
It's specifically to encour age resi denti al
devel opnent .

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ri ght.

MR LAWSON: It is also within a TDR
receiving area, which would allow through that
separate process a density of up to 10 FAR, you know,
if the street widths allow it and if they can go to
the heights and all of those kinds of issues.

COWMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: When it goes to
10, does the residential portion still stay the same?

MR. LAWSON: | believe so. To be honest,
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| can't say for sure, but | believe so.

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay.

MR LAWSON: Because the 3.5 FAR is a
specific requirenent of the DD Overlay, for the
housi ng sections of the DD Overlay. You know, despite
what may or may not el se happen on that property, |
believe the 3.5 FAR for residential applied anyway.

COWMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Ckay. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: Yes, but M.
Lawson, | thought through the Downtown Action Agenda
that there was a cl ear pronoti on of increased downt own
housi ng. And that would also include this site.
Correct?

MR.  LAWEON: Absol utely. And that --
that's what | nean by this -- this initiative is
clearly in line with not only the Conprehensive Pl an,
but other planning efforts for the areain the future.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: But I'm really
focused on the fact that you woul d assune that if the
FAR goes from6.5 to what, 9.5, that the piece of it
that would be the residential would al so go up.

MR LAWSON: The FAR increase is for
residential .

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  Ri ght.

MR, LAWSON: Yes.
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COWM SSI ONER  JEFFRI ES: Vell, it's 3.5

currently. Wat would it go to?

MR LAWSON: Oh, | think | see -- | think
| see what you're saying. The -- the extra FAR that
you're allowed on this property is for residential.
So the underlying base zoning, if this is what we're
getting at, is G3-C, which allows, if nmenory serves
nme right, 6.5 FAR, which could be all residential.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: On. Well that's
what | wanted to be clear on. Ckay.

MR. LAWBON: O which could be all -- al
- all office.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  kay.

MR. LAWBON: |'d have to get out my zoning
to make sure that's the truth. But it could all be
residential. But -- but the -- but the housing | ayer
on top of this, the Housing Priority B area, would
require that 3.5 FAR be residential.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  Ri ght.

MR LAWSON: At a mni mum

COWM SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Ckay. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Any ot her
guestions? Thank you, M. Lawson. Do we have any
reports of any other governnment agencies? | didn't

see any. GCkay. Report of ANC 2F, do we have anyone
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representing ANC 2F? ay. And M. Lawson, | don't

believe the ANC weighed in on this. | didn't see it
in the report.

MR LAWSON: ["'m not aware of the ANC
wei ghi ng in.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay. All
right. Any organi zations or persons in support who
would Iike to testify? Any organi zations or persons
in opposition who would like to testify? |'m seeing
anyone. |'mgoing to call for the ANC again. Anyone
representing an ANC? kay. GCkay. All right.

| think that's it. M. Lawson, any fi nal

comment s?

MR. LAWSON: No, sir. Thank you.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay.
Gentlemen, | think it's pretty straight forward. |I'm

ready to nove tonight, or do you want to save this to
our already packed agenda for --

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Oh, let's nove
tonight. M. Chair, 1'd like to make a notion that we
approve under proposed action Case No. 05-43, Mp
anmendnent to include Squares 344, 373, and 374, and
the National Park Service Reservation 174 (the
property fornerly devel oped with the old Convention

Center) in Housing Priority Area B and text anendnent
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to Section 1706.8(b) of 11 DCVR, to reflect the

inclusion of the siteinthe Housing Priority Area B.)

And | also would just Ilike to nmake
certain, are we al so going to take action here on the
techni cal anmendnent that would acconpany this case.
So I'd al so make a notion that that Zoni ng Conm ssion
Case 05-43, the technical anmendnent to acconpany this
case; which is Section 1706.2, which states the
housi ng requi renents i ncentives in that section should
be applicable to Housing Priority Area that is
depicted in Map B, filed in Zoni ng Comm ssi on Case No.
05-43.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOCOD: Ckay. It's been
noved. Anyone second?

COWM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Second.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Moved and
properly seconded. Di scussion? The only thing |
woul d add, and hopefully this will be accepted is that
you nentioned about Reservation 174. Also, that wll
be pendi ng upon the transfer, as so noted, in that the
reservation would not be subject to zoning if the
transfer does not happen.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: Correct.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: Ckay. All

right, with that, it's been noved and properly
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seconded. Any further discussion? All those in favor
say aye.

ALL: Aye.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Any opposi tion?
So ordered. Staff, would you record the vote?

MS. SCHELLIN. Staff would record the vote
three to zero to two to approve Zoni ng Conm ssi on Case
No. 05-43 for proposed action as stated; Conm ssioner
Jeffries noving, Conm ssioner Turnbull seconding,
Comm ssi oner Hood in favor; Conm ssioners Mtten and
Par sons not present, not voting.

ACTI NG CHAI RPERSON HOCOD:  Thank you. |I'm
going to read excerpts of the closing statenent
because it was going to be |onger than the hearing.
So what | will dois just read it and try to read the
important parts and whatever's witten here will be
part of the public record.

Ladi es and gent| enen, the ot her nmenbers of
the Commission and | wish to thank you for your
testimony and assistance in the hearing, even if we
didn't have any but from M. Lawson.

You shoul d al so be aware that should the
Comm ssion propose affirmative action, which we've
j ust done, the proposed action nust be published in

the D.C. Register as proposed rule naking with a
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period of time for comments. In addition, the
proposed rule nmaking will be referred to the Nati onal
Capi t ol Pl anni ng Conm ssi on for federal inpact review.

The Zoni ng Conmi ssion wi I | then take final
action at a public neeting follow ng recei pt of public
comments and the NCPC comments. After which, a
witten final rule nmaking order will be published.

If thereis no further action for tonight,
| now decl are today's public hearing adj ourned. Thank
you.

(Wher eupon, the hearing as adjourned.)
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